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Wabiunoton, Jlfflrc/i 6, 1858. 

Rev. Geo. W. Bassett, 

Faatcr Congregational Church, Wmhingitcn, D. C. — 
Dear Sni : W.\!l you be kind enouj^h to furnish tor publicuvVion a copy of the Sermon 
which you preached in the Congregational church on Sunday, Vhe 28th uli'., on the sub- 
ject of SliSiveryi > \ 

Respectfully, &.C., 

WM. H. SEWARD, H. HAMLIN, 

CHARL1?3 OullKlEiL H- WILSON, 
P. BLISS, J. R. GIDDiNGS, 

JOHN A. BINGHAM, OWEN LOVEJOY. 



Washington, D. C, March 9, 1858. 
Gentlemen : Deeply sensible of the honor implied in your request, I hereby comply, 
hoping that my humble effort, thus endorsed^ may ciontribotcJ towards awakening a moi-e 
effective sympathy in behalf of a persec.ted and afflicted peoplv?.. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

GEO, W. BASSETT. 

To Hons. Wm. H. Seward, P. Bliss, H. Hamlin, John A. 

Bingham, Charles Darkee, J, R. Giddings, H. 
Wilson, Owen Lovejoy. 



B 'Jb: m m o ist . 



Romans, 2, 15 : Winoii snow Tinr. work of the law wiuttkn in their iiKAU'ia. 



Tlie j oal isiuie in the great controversy wliic-lj j 
now conviilscfl tljiis nnlion j» in rcgaid to the ^ 
moral charade r ol* negro slavery. It is said | 
Ic iuwo become, a qucHtion of the libcrtic!) of 
the wiiiles. J. f^rant that the libcrtiss of the" 
M'liiicfj are invo'i'Ved; but the real question lies 
back of this; for it is a ftorioiis consideration 
that you can enHlavc the negro only by restrict- 
ing Ihfl liberties of the whites. This truth is 
written in living facts uli over the nation. The 
acts of our Nationv'il Legislature for the last 
•luarter of a century are a mortifying demon- 
stration oi tiie t>amc tnith. 

Let mc warn my coiititrymen, also, that iherc 
is a Providehthvl view of this subject. God 
Aimighty is for the no'gro, He is troubling | 
tiiis nation to-day because of her immeasurabJc I 
crimes against this classof htir population. All j 
others may ignore ihe wrongs of this aflllcted | 
peophi, but there is vtn eai" above, ever open to | 
their ceaseless cry. Jt is all vain trifling, 
iherefore, te eofitend against these natural and 
retributive effects of slaveJ-y, while you leave 
the mighty cause in full operation. The liber- 
ties of the blacks must be restored, or that -of 1 
the whites will be destroyed. Twenty millions I 
of republicans, who hold four millions ofi 
siavts, are too selfish t6 maintain their own | 
liberties! They deserve to lose the "habeas 
corpus," the " trial by jury," and legal free- 
dom to obey God. They deserve ignoble sub- 
jection to a one-man-power, like the enthralled 
millions of France and Itaiy. The Fugitive 
Slave Lav/,'a subjected pulpit, a corrupted 
c. lurch, and a profligate and murderous age, 
are but the retributive, effects of our selfishness 
towards a persecuted race. The chisriot 
wheels of our nation's prosperity are coming 
of! ; we are deep in the mir ■ of the Red Sea, 
M'hile the floods of national calamity are im- 
pending over us. 

Slaveholding politicians exhibit a eroditable 
friinknsss in declanng that, this question lies at 
the bottom of all our national difticulties. Nor 
is the controversy limited i.o this continent. It 
seems as though the scattered forces of slavery, j 
by a fearful concert of action, suddenly ernerg- j 
ing from the coverts to which they had retreat- ! 
cd, were about to make a simultalneous audi 
universal eflbrt to recover their lost dominion. \ 

A lead.'ng orga.i of the French Government j 
boldly defends the policy of purchasing negroes j 
on the coast of Africa, and carrying them as i 
slaves to fhe French Antilles. The London 
Times, also, has recently advanced some 
strange and startling views of a- similar import. 
It is well known that the combined fleet of 
Christendom does net succeed in preventing the 
inhuman trafiic in African slaves. The horrors 
of the middle passage are not the dark cruel- 
ties tif a s'dmNbaryar'tfua antfcfuity, bsjt th'c hol!- 



ish perpetra'JonH of this generation. Such 
facts, together with the recent action of the 
highest court in America, (except the Ameri- 
can people,)* in which is recognised the right 
of properly in man, and in which the political 
existence of a whole race is annihilated, all 
unite to press the subject upon our considcra- 
tionl 

A quarter of a century since, when the un- 
sophiiUicated mind of the nation was first 
roused to this subject, the question of the moral 
character of slavery was recognised as tho 
csfst-nlial point. Few could be found at that 
tiiiic iu tl«-.fctiil luo llieory oi slavery. Legisla- 
tures and courts protected the institution by a 
sort of tolerated inconsistency, and on the 
principles of human expediency. Tho testi- 
mony of tho most iliustrious fathers of the Re- 
public, North and South, was neariy unanihious 
against the morality of this institution. They 
uniformly deprecated its existence. 

fJut 0. fearful change has come over tho 
American people. By tv^enly or thirty years 
of siational toleration of acknowledged wrong, 
the moral sense of the people has become so 
blunted, and the heart of the ration so harden- 
ed, that this legislative monster of human 
chattelism is not only-defended in senates but 
justified^ in churches. The pulpit, the s^vorn 
advocate and guardian of right, has boldly 
stepped forward, Bible in hand, to defend its 
moral rectitude. Slavery no longrer modestly 
seeks to protract a hated ejtistence fof a brief 
period, that it may secure an easy death, buf. 
boldly claims political fraternity, and demands 
immortalization with the most apnvbved and 
beneficent principles of republicanism, and the 
most refined institutions of domestic life. By 
a masterly generalship it has thrown its antag- 
onist upon the defensive, and now wages an 
aggressive war upon liberty. The question 
now seems to be, not Shall slavery die ? but 
Shall liberty liver I look upon this stste of 
things as the retributive, natural effect of that 
faithless ignoring of the subject by the promi- 
nent American pulpits and statesmen for the 
last few years. If the pulpit could innocently 
be silent on this evil, it could with as much 
honesty and more consistency justify it. If 
legislatures could justly protect it, why not 
extend it? There is a bold consistency in this 
modern position of slaveholders which awakens 
a sort of painful admiration. 

It will be my aim to be as frardc and consis- 
tent in opposition to slavery as its advocates 
are in its defence. 

Dr. Ross, a prominent representativij of 
slaveholding Christianity, says in a le5;ter to the 
Rev. Albert Barnes, that he agrees with Mr. 
Barnes in the afrirmatioi? ^th^t "thr prc&ar.t is 
eminently a timfe wjiba the %'!eVsbif tfvbr y ci'-an 
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on the nubjcct ofjilaveic) should be uttered in j 
unambiPjUous ton«.'s," j 
• Tlicri! is II acrvilc linnidity upon thin subject 
in tb« pulpitw of lh« non-r^luvcliuldins i^tntt'-s | 
wbicli is unytliitiii; hui crcditnbio lo prciidicr j 
or hearer. 1 look upon the suppression of tin; i 
trulii upon this Hiihjeot iiR a murluul insult to an ! 
uudicnrc. It implies thut the people, are, 'oo j 
t5tnpid to understand or too dishoncjit to bear 
the truth. I an» unwilling thus to imiioach liic 
intelligence or moral integrity of my hearers. | 

1 wish on this oeeasion to arrot^t attention 
from all accondary and eollateral issuer, and to 
dii-cuss the main point in the eontrovcrsy— Is 
slavery a sin ^ 

The modern advocates of slavery have met 
this issue manfully. The distinguishcfl Cal- 
houn, who lived a generation in advance of his 
ogp n;'?'" !'jolc?d \;jjo!i ll'.c Icundcr cf r. 
peculiar school upon this jubjcct A consid- 
erable class of politicians and preach.ers have 
followed the example and teachings of that re- 
markable man 

Let the advocates of liberty be as oonsistent 
and bold as those of slavery, and we may look 
for some termination of the controversy. 

I do not purpose lo take the time to discuss 
on this occasion the Bible argument upon the 
subject. I gladly accept the issue, but I 
choose my own weapons. I wish to call slav- 
ery out from its hiding places amidst the types 
and shadows of Jewish institutions and the am- 
biguities of a semi-barbarous antiquity. ?nd 
expose its real character in the pure light of 
nature. I propose to test it by a revelation 
older than the Scriptures, the Divine authen- 
ticity of which was never questioned and nev- 
er will be. I propose to apply to it the law of 
God as inscribed upon the constitution of man 
at his creaiion, and immutably stereotyped in 
every successive generation, "Which show 
the work of the law written in their hearts." 
I shall hope to show that slavery is in eternal 
conflict with nature. If this can be done it 
will devolve on the Bible defenders of slavery 
to vindicate that venerated book from the 
charge of collision with nature. Two or tViree 
axioms will prepare us for the argument. 

1. God's will is law, and equally authorita- 
tive however made known. 

2. A natural truth cannot be invalidated by 
a supposed revelation. Natural truth is eter- 
nal truth, Al' collisions with it are i,elf-de3- 
tructive. If, therefore, slavery is condemned 
by nature, then if you could prove thai the Bi- 
ble sanctions it you would not justify slavery, 
you would only condemn the Bible. 

3. The will of the Creator in reference to 
the destiny of his works is determined by their 
constitutional adaptations. Therc are their nat- 
ural laws. 

Let us now apply this test of God's will to 
the most glorious of his creations on earth. 
Let us see if in creating man God made him 
for slavery or liljerty. This will settle the 
question in plain English, without either Greek 
or Hebrew. 

By slavery understand the property princi- 
pie. This is expressed with peculiar force 
and thoroughness in the enactments of all the 



slave tStatcn. It is the right to hold nnd unc, 
to buy and sell, without restriction. Say Hint 
families shall not be separated, and you cliaiij'c, 
slavery to Hcrfdom; and, bad r.s serfdom is, it 
is not. slavery . Slavery can tolerate tio such 
restrictions of the rii!;hl of jiroperty, 

lit sttulyiiig the Divine will in man, rcineiri'' 
ber also that he is eiuiowed with iiitellectu:il 
and moral powers and stisoeptihilities as well 
as physical. Ciod stamped upon him a far 
higher destiny than lo t'nt, labor, nnd die. 

The first law of the human constitution 
to which I would advert, is its tendency to 
develop itself. It is the result of the instinct- 
ive, desires of our common humanity. From 
the dawn of existenon litfse prim.ary tendencies 
prompt a man to aim at his legitimate destiny. 
God implanted these native desires, and erc- 
r.tcd their corresponding objects, designing the 
one for the other; and to defeat this design is 
evidently to violate the law of God as inscribed 
on the constitution of man. Now, it cannot he 
disputed that slavery lays the iron hand of com- 
pulsion upon tne whole nature of man, and. 
prcciudefi its appropriate development, While 
the Voice of Divinity within is continutilly 
prompting man to develop his nature and ac- 
complish his destiny, Slavery stands over him 
with the rod of power, suppressing every re- 
sponse and paralyzing every effort. The whole 
universe calls upon man to worship and obey 
his Creator: Slavery lifts her hand and says. 
Obey yoii.r master! God, from heaven, ex- 
claims lo man, Ye are mine ! Slavery replies, 
He is minel A voice from the deepest soul is 
heard, still urging man to cultivate that immor- 
tal nature which constitutes his true glory, and 
for which alone his physical nature exists. But 
the jealous ear of slavery catches the first 
whisper of humanity, condemns the soui to 
perpetual silence, and dooms it to utter disap- 
pointment. 

Thus does slavery, not content with chaining 
the- limbs and wearing the flesh, lay its rude 
hand upon the finer texture of the soul, and 
deavoi to efface forever the bright image of its 
Creator. This feature alone of slavery is its 
eternal condemnation. 

.But to be more specific, I remark — 
1. The law of free agency is utterly vio- 
lated by slavery. This law results from the 
existence of the faculty of will. For what 
i did God endow man with a free W'll, unless he 
designed him to act freely ? Would a benevo- 
I lent Creator torment a creature with the pos- 
session of so glorious a faculty as an intelli- 
' gen?- wiiU doomed to perpetual slavery and 
I disappointment It is incredible. But slavery 
I reduces a man from the state of an intelligent 
i and responsible agent to a mere thing. Thus 
! is annihilated the noble attribute of free agcn- 
I cy, that which alone renders man capable of 
I moral subjection to his God. 
! Now, will it be denied that to rob man of hi'* 
j free agency, and thus sever the fie of mora! 
i oblig&tion that binds him to his God, is a vio- 
I lation of the law of God as inscribed bponhis 
i constitution.' 

I 2. As the effect of this faculty of will, there 
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•ipritigH up in the hymun breast an unconqucra- j 
bic tictm-c of liborty. T\m law is written in i 
Idcoii and loan all over llio world's sad { 
tory. It iias bocu tlic iiat'irnl antiigonist of , 
huiii'iii .scllislirioss in all ai^cri. It has created 
ir.oic hfru<!« tlian all otiier causes, ll hasv.vi;r i 
been tlic inspiration of poetry, the aoni of ov- 
atory, and the mother of patriotism. All tdat : 
was beautifnl and immortal iti the sages of itic 
past sprsiniJC from this law of liberty. Few 
men will so dishonor the race tc which they 
belong as to deny the existence, dignity, and ; 
saiietit) of this law. It cx(»resse3 in no dotibt- j 
fill terms iho will of the Creator. j 
Hut here again slavery is in di'*cct conflict ! 
with the God of nature". In violation of the j 
teachings of universal history, in disregard of j 
the unanimous rebukes of patriotism in all 
ages, nnU in contempt of the august presence 
of nature herself, slavery lram|)les upon this 
law IVay, it leaves no means untried to cf- j 
face from the constitution of its victim the last j 
vestige of this noble feature of the Divine im - ; 
age! Is such sacrilege no sin? When you j 
h ive (succfctfed by violence in extinguishing i 
this love of liberty and making man a con- \ 
tented slave, will you claim it as a triumph of ' 
virtue ? ■ j 

3. The desire of knowledge, or tlie tendency ; 
of the inteilectuai powers to develop them- j 
selves, is a manifest law of the human eonsti- j 
tution. The cnation of a faculty implies a 
command of nature to use that faculty accord- 
ing to its adaptations. The powers of the hu- 
man mind, therefore, imply a command of 
God lo develop and use those powers accord- 
ing to their capabilities. The whole material 
and splrituar universe presents a continual 
challenge to the soul to develop its powers of 
inv€stigat<on, awakening an inextinguishable 
and eleva;,ing thirst for l?nowledge. Can any 
one doubt the appropriate destiny of the hu- 
man intellect? is not the wilt of the Creator 
written legibly upon it? and can it be right for 
man to thwart that will by forcibly dwarfing 
the intellect, by putting out the mind's eye and 
reducing the soul as near to a blank as his own 
selfisliness will permit? Can that system which 
makes tiie acquisition of knowledge a crime, 
be in harn'iOfty with the Divine will? This 
feature alone demonstrates the rebellious char^ 
acter of slavery. All nature is the inspirer 
of the intellect — ^slavery alone is its extin- 
guisher. 

4. Slavery violates the law of the domestic 
affections. There are the conjugal, the pa- 
rental, and the filial aifections, which are im- 
bedded deep in the constitution of man, and 
from which originate the most sacred obliga- 
tions of social life. They are among the richest 
of Heaven's blessings to a selfish and distracted 
world. From them flow the most tender emo- 
tions and sacred joys that bies.* the condition 
and relieve the woes of man. They are the 
last earthly resource of human sorrow. Driven 
from thihi' sanctuary ,of rest, the distracted 
spirit has no relief but in death. One w^ould 
think that selfishness and violence, when it 
approached this department of human nature, 
Would forbear its ravages. Havicp- robbed its 



victim of wealth, of knovvlodgo, and of person 
111 lihiirty, one woiild think that oven dcvilf 
woulil spare to a man the wife of hiii b(/som 
and the child of tiis love, But not so with 
slavery. It hesitates not to f,;sten its iron 
grasf) "upon the tcndercst fJiords of dofnestic 
aircction. No circle of Joys is too Hucrcd l\n 
its fatal inroads. No ol)ligations arc too .strOiiiL', 
to be sundered, and no appeals too nfFcoting to 
be disregarded by this fell spirit. It riots U()- 
on the sorrows of the popr. This is no fietion 
of the imagination, but the cruel story of 
American slavery. Everybody knows that it 
is not a fiction, but a heart-breaking reoiity, 
that in our own country, earticd with lit'e and 
redeemed with blood, wife is torn I'roin hus- 
band, child from parent, arid sister from bro- 
ther — and this, is but the beginning of" sorrow 
and infaniy ! Now, I psk if here is not slavery 
against God ? Who waked the donjcstic affec- 
tions in the breast of man? Who gave llum 
their sacred and piercing cry ? Who inscribed 
those eternal laws upon the human constitu- 
tion? Every mau knows that they were '.vrit- 
ten by the finger of God, and that the authority 
of Sinai was not more binding than those sa- 
cred mandates that issue from the domestic 
uatv.re of man. The conclusion is inevitable. 
Slavery is a violation of the Divine law of the 
domestic affections. 

The sentiment that the Creator sanctions a 
system whoso existence depends on the legal 
right to tear asunder the holiest ties of conju- 
gal and parental love, is a monster of blas- 
phemy. !t impiously charges the holy God 
with that extreme of depravity which himself 
has described as "without natural affection." 

Fellow man, is there no inviolable sacrod- 
ness in the tie which binds you to the wife of 
yourchoice? Go tell her so; and if she ever 
squanders another afiection upon your unre- 
penting spirit, she is guilty of treason against 
her sex. 

Before you sanction such an outrage, go 
wrest your own darling from its mother's arms 
and dash it against the wall — or worse, sell it 
I for gold ! Nay, tear out the quivering flesh of 
I your own heart, and give it to its legitimate 
possessers, the beasts of prey, and 'then stride 
the earth a heartless monster ! But while you 
claim the sensibilities of a man — while you 
profess the honor of a husband's devotion and 
the magnanimity of a father's tenderness, never 
lend your sanction to a barbarous repeal of all 
domestic law ! ' 

5. There is another law of human nature 
peculiar to the female sex, the wanton viola- 
1 tion of which ought I'orever to damn the system 
j cf siavfry from civilization and decent .societ}'. 

I refer to that innate lav? of the female mind 
I which revolts from prostitution. This sacred 
j instinct, which seems like the last virtue of 
I Eden — an element of social refinement so ethe- 
rial as to survive the wreck of the fall — has 
ever been the guardian angel of domestic vir- 
tue and the true source of elevated happiness 
But it seems as though- what Tiad escaped the 
malice of hc!l in the parden of Eden, had be- 
, come iho ijcinji'ss prey of the more gross and 
; liiaiigncnt neifiihness of slavery! Under the 
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power oV this ravenous monster, tho flood-gates I 
of licontiousncfiM have been opepiui upon tlie ! 
entire female He\. Hour it, ye Anu-riciins, 
aen;\(or.s und hii-'li AinelioniirieH oi lliis (iov- 
crnitient, a doom to ului'cnj is a doom to rcshilf.nu 
pro.itilulion I Tell uio, I aay '• shall an Anu-ri- | 
eaii citizen, when lie bceonies a politieian, 
cease to be a man '/ Wliere, tiien, in llio man- ! 
hood and generosity of Ameriean state)»men, | 
that more than fifteen hunflred thousand Anier- 1 
lean females arc subjeet to the lawless will of j 
a master ? Hark ! whnt tones of woo are those 
that 9trii{e my ear? It is the ceaseless wail of 
two millions of our coiuitrywomcn in slavery. 
Shut your ear3 to the clanking chains of the i 
stronger sex~-stecl your hearts to Iho scenes { 
of blood and cruelty through v/liich they are 1 
passing; nature will soon relieve them by death, ; 
and I trust compensate their trials by a better ' 
life; hut (juench not the generous impulses of i 
pity for abused and suffering woman. Tho old \ 
lloman breast, witli all its savage ferocity, j 
was incapable of such neglect of the wrongs of I 
woman. That iron-hearted people indignantly | 
hurled a monarch from his throne, in vindica- ! 
tion of the rights of one defenceless female, i 
And shall the "unnumbered Avoes" of two mil- j 
lions of American Avomen in slavery be neg- ! 
lecied in a country called christian, and by a | 
people called republican? i 
' Can there be a rational doubt that slavery is | 
a violation of ihe law of God as inscribed upon I 
the peculiar constitution of woman? Who is j 
willing to deny to his mother, his sister, his , 
wife, or daughtev*, this Divine instinct? Yet I 
slavery tramples ruthlessly upon it. All the, 
nobler impulses of humanity, all the finer sen- 
timents of the. soul, revolt at this unparalleled 
outrage upon female helplessness. Every sa- 
cred principle of our constitution is in eternal 
antagonism with it. Yet as man is, it is in- 
separable from the projierty principle — it is i 
the general elf«ct of sravery. | 

In the discussions upon our Mormon difficul- j 
ties, I hfsar allusioris to the polygamy of that i 
degraded class of American citizens. I hear \ 
of the licentiousness of the commercial n>e- i 
tropolis of our coinitry ; and of the degrading ' 
sensuality of the Turkish seraglio ; but I hear i 
not a word of that most objectionable and j 
cruel form of polygamy on eailh, existing un- i 
der the institution of slavery— -and thut sanc- 
tioned by the model Republic. ' How any son 
— how any husband — how any father or broth- 
er, can jvistify or tolerate slavery, it is difficult 
to conceive. 

It is not only to my mind unansv/erably clear | 
that slavery is a sin, ahonys and ei'eri/yi/:e?'e, but | 
that this should be questioned is the most ns- i 
tonishing and incredible phenomenon of the ; 
age. I can account for it only from the blind- j 
ing influence of the tolerated crime of ages. } 
God in judgment iias •* =i{'!it r^trong delu.siou-j 
that they should believ.' ri lie : that they all ; 
might be damned who believe not the truth, \ 
but had pleasure in uurighte'iusness." This | 
seems like the 'errible doom of our couiitry. | 
While the national mind is enlightened, the ' 
national heart seems to grow corrupt; for priest ' 



and people, Htntesmen and private citizen^/ 
have held the truth in unrighteousness. • 

As u nation, we have acknowledged tho right 
and done the wrong. Having practically rc- 
]»udi»ted liberty, wo arc being subjected to 
desjiolism. 

Is it not manifest tiint shvvcry an aggravated 
violation of the will of God as indicale<l in tho 
creation of man, the noblest of his ViOrkh! In 
other v/ords, is not mi.avkhy a gin? 

in order to invalidutc tho above argument iti 
reference to the negro, you must prove that ho 
is tiot a free agent, that he has no constitution- 
al desire of liberty or knowledge, that tiic ne- 
gro husband does not love his wife, nor tho 
mother. her child; that they spontaneously seek 
a condition of slavery as their legitimate des- 
tiny, and thai slavery is naturally promotive of 
the well-being of the parties concerned. 

I suppose no inloliigent person will endorse 
thr.t series of propositions. I conclude then 
that the argument is conclusive against Amer- 
ican slavery. 1 believe it can be answered 
only by effacing from the human constitution 
the natural laws of its Eternal Creator. 

1. I infer from this subject that slavery car- 
never be right. 

It is proved to be wrong by the eternal and 
immutable nature of thing*. Hence it must be 
eternally and immutably wrong. No combi- 
nation or peculiarity of circumstances can al- 
ter the; nature of things. Hence no circum- 
stances can make slavery anything but a vio- 
lation of natural law. It is therefore intrinsi- 
nally and unchangeably wrong. 

2. We infer that enactments which sustahi 
slavery can impose no obligation of obedience. 
Human enactments ai'e mere expressions of 
human v.'ill. These expressions of humyn will 
cannot change the eternal nature of things. 
They cannot make that right which, by tlse 
natural constitution of things, is wholly wrong. 
An act of rebellion cannot repeal God's eternal 
laws. Human enactments, then, can never 
make it right to commit,ii crime. 

Do you ask what one should do in the case 
of a collision of duty and law ? 1 say be free. 
Obey the higher law. Never be brought into 
the servitude of a finite will. Let your life go, 
but not your integi-ily and your manhood. 

."J. I infer that all compromises with slavery 
arc sinful and delusive. Slavery possesses an 
eternal and unalterable moral character. U is 
a crime. It always was and always will he a 
crime, and Vve must make no compromise with 
crime. Crinifi is not the legitimate subject 
of compromise. You may iiompromise inter- 
ests, but not crime. 

Compromise implies mutual concessions. 
But what may I concede to crime but destruc- 
tion? Men speak of the "rights of slavery." 
It has no rights — U is made up of wrongs un- 
relieved by one i-ay of justice, i may give up 
my property for the sake of peace, and thus 
compromise a difficulty. It may be wise to do 
so. But I may not rob^my neighbor to get the 
means of purchasing peace and quiet. I may 
never sacrifice another's rights for niy own in- 
t. it constitutes the essence of all crime. 

Besides, compromises with crime are always 



^olnnivo. They iicvpr brini; pcaco. 'Wliat 
rifo culled tlio compromiHCH of the Arnorionn 
Constitution arc fuHt v.'orkinp; our ruin. Evory 
Huiisciiuotit coinpioiniRC has Ijcoit an advancii 
ill tiic dowuwanl tondoticy of our Government. 
The compromises of JB5() -vvero beyond any 
tiling over dreamed of by the falhers of the 
Ilcpiiblic, The fugitive .slave law was the 
shauic of the age, much more of the. ooLintry. 
1 am glad to hear Soutliorii pclitieians repudi- 
ate compromise. Let nil f[ucstiona be tested 
and decided by their merits. Let it be rcncxn- 
bered we may compromise our interests, but 
right, never. The only proper relation we can 
sustain to wrong is aggressive, unceasing an- 
tagonism. I trust all parties have enough of 
contpromiso upon tiie stupendous crime of 
fliavery. Henceforth let the watchword be 
" victory or death." 

4. Nor can vvc properly tolerate slavery. 
We may endure the clfccts of crime; but to 
tolerate it is io commit it. May wo tolerate 
murder? Wo may submit to it, but toleration 
implies a voluntary and criminal consent. No 
matter wh.at the inducements of self-interest 
or expediency may be, they cannot change 
the eternal nature and relations of things. 

The world is dying with a lax morality. The 
glorious principle involved in the Saviour's re- 
markable words, "whosoever loseth his life 
shall save it," is not apprehended, nor prac- 
tised. Men do not believe that " whosoever 
walketh uprightly walketh surely;" nor that 

Godliness is profitable." > They haVe swung 
loose from God, abandoned the 4)rinciples of 
virtus, and are vainly endeavoring to workout 
the grea'i problem of immortality upon the 
paltry maxims of expediency. We'may tole- 
rate opinions, but crime, never. Politicians 
speak of circumscribing slavery. But wiii you 
circumscribe murder? Will you say to a cer- 
tain portion of our Republic, you may enjoj 
untaolested the privilege of highway robbery, 
or polygamy^ or any other outrage upon na- 
tional justice and common law, and you shall 
be protected by the General Government, pro- 
vided you keep south of a certain Vine} Tho 
idea is absurd. You may circumscribe tariffs, 
banks, and other mere pecuniary interests, oflf- 
seiting one interest against another. But you 
may not offset crime against crime, nor sell an 
indulgence to commit crime. To limit crime 
b)' law iniplies the permission of crime within 
that limit. I am satisfied that the whole theory 
of the limitation of slavery by law, is false in 
morals and delusive in its efiecis. 

I am distressed to hear public men, men of 
intellect, position and power, say, ** Let. the 
slave States hold their own slaves — I care not 
for it; 1 have no wish to interfere with their 
rights, but they must not interfere v,'ith mine." 
Oil, let not. the man be lost in the politician! 
It is not the generosity of the Saviour ',s golden 
f ule. Is not slavery as deep a curse and as 
"lack a crime in cne Slate or country as an- 
other? Is it not a crinae against the race, and 
does not every man sustain a relation of re- 
sponsibility to his race as well as his little 
Slate ? Let not the great beating heart of hu- 
laaaity ba dwarfed into a supreme regsird to a 



section of country. The obligations tliat ono 
owes to his race arc as much morn grand and 
sacred than Ihoso which ho owes to ono section 
as a world is greater than u neighborhood, and 
aj the rights of the human race arc more in- 
violable tliun the seHiah interests of a sccliori. 
The right to liberty is above all laws and com- 
pacts. It is God's immutable will, written by 
iii^ own finger upon tho noblest of his works. 
No time-sanctioned human precedents, no sa- 
crcdncss of oaths, and no nccunmlation of 
sclf-intereafs, can change the Divine constitu- 
tion of things, and nullify or suspend the rights 
of man. 

5. Slavery ought to cease at once, and for- 
ever. This is the only rational end of anti" 
slavery action. By the highest law of tuo 
universe, the expressed will of the Eternal, it 
is immutably wrong. To continue it a mo- 
ment, is to commit a crime against God and 
the human race. Nor is the crime of an ordi- 
nary character. In the long cataIo£i;ue of hu- 
man crimes this sustains a terrible supremacy. 
It is the nuist perfect concentration of human 
selfishness that is known in a selfish world. 
AH. other human crimes are but partial in their 
destruction. Ordinary theft is limited tti pro- 
perty — murder is generally confined to one 
victim — even the gigantic crime of wars of 
conquest leave untouched thp most sacred in- 
terests of society; but slavery leaves nothing 
to its victim but the hope of death. It takes 
property, family, body and mind. It extermi- 
nates all rights and all interests. Can an in- 
dividual or nation be guiltless, and not repu- 
diate such p. crime? Oh, there is a cold 
heartiessness in this sentiment of letting sla\'ery 
alone where it is, that is not to be thought of 
by a generous soul. The idea of giving peace 
to this country while a slave groans on our 
soil, contemplates the utter extinction of true 
virtue. Remember, virtue is an aggressive 
principle. It lives to act. When it ceases to 
act, it dies. Shall a man claim to be virtuous 
because he d >es not murder nor steal? Shall 
he, who quietly nestles down in the sanctuary 
of his own personal interests and gratifications, 
claim the attribute of fraternity, while he ne- 
glects the privations of the countless throngs 
of his fcllov/ beings? 

Where is the magnanimity, self-sacrifice, 
and devotion of real virtue? Wherfi has been 
the pulpit and the sanctuary while eight hun- 
dred thousand of God's children' hsvfe* in vain 
lifted up their cry for help for generations 
past? The American pulpit ought to be in one 
universal blaze of excitement, and the church' 
all on firo, when the Divine Saviour of the 
worid is bought and sold, and whipped, in the 
person of his children. Peace to the country 
while slavery lives! Peace in such circum- 
stances is treason against Christianity.- = 

With one more thought I close this subject. 

I cannot contemplate the moral, social, and 
political condition of our race, but with a feel- 
ing of deep and intense commiseration . I, ask, 
with a yearning heart, v/hat can be done for 
its disenthralment? And I am deeply impressed 
with, the convir.tion that the triumph of God's 
kingrdoiu on c-ar'.h is the 9nly remedy. Audi 
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im equally impressed with Iho belief tlint 
Viniii icnn slavery is tlic Rroatcst jtrcscnt ob- 
taclc to Ihnt triumph. This will oppenr ex- 
ravat^uiit until you remember and appreciate 
ho true mission and destiny of America. It 
coma apparent that upon America wan con- 
erred all the local and material rcHourccs, and 
he moral and religious bias necessary to 
[ualify her to become the moral umpire of the 
vorld. Here;, on the wild shores of a remote 
iontinent, the wearied sons and dauRhters of 
ipprosscd liberty and persecuted Christianity, 
ook refuge from the toils and conllicts of ages. 
Icrc they unfurled the banner of liberty and 
rue Christianity. They baptized the virgin 
oil with their blood, and consecrated it to the 
ights of man. Thus was plainly indicated the 
rue destiny of this nation. 

But for the isntrusion of the alien and antago- 
list principle of slavery, we might now have 
;iven law to the civilized world. Were wc 
nimated with benevolence and armed with 
ustice,the distracted and oppressed nations of 
he earth would gladly look to us as the true 
xample of freedom and the consisteiit defend- 
r of human rights. By their spontaneous 
onsen t, wc might novi have becomo the arbi- 
er of the world's political destinies. 

The proposition recently introduced intoths 
American Senate, of declaring and maintain- 
ng a protectorate over Mexico and the States 
f Central America by the United States, was 
ot so wide from our legitimate destiny. 

I have no sympathy with ihe doctrine of 
on-intervention. It is too selfish to be manly, 
hit in our present political degeneracy we 
■re unfit for the protectorate of our own coun- 
ry. Miilicms of our own people need to-day \ 
he strong intervention of the civilized world, j 
.'he proposition, therefore, is absurd, while a I 
ondman groans on our soil. i 
Hut relieved from slavery, the only serious 
rawback upon our national prosperity, and 
he only cause of sectional conflict, the nation 
/ould be one in interest, one in spirit, and one 
n her peerless destiny. Under the spreading 
I'jngs of her national influence and power, all 
ands and people, of whatever color or op;n- 
on, i^'ould find refuge and protection. From 
(lis exlb^austlcss and increasing fountain of in- 
uence would issue the ever-widening streams 
f pure Christianity. The siniies of God and 
he benedictions of a grateful race, together 
vitb all the internal and domestic felicities 
/hich result from virtue, would be our invalua- 
ile inheritance. Such is the legitimate destiny 
if our country, all defeated and blasted by 
lavery. Instead of this glorious spectacle,we 
■resent the most Btupendous combination of 
TOSS national inconsistencies that can be found 
n earth. We arc a nation before all others 
n intelligence, wealth, and natural resources 
f soii, climate, and race, and yet on the verge 
f hostile dissolution. Professing the most 
■erfect national liberty, we practise the gross- 
st despotism upon every eeveoth of our peo- 



ple. Advocating principles one year, wo 
trample »ipon them the next. Jealous of for- 
eign infringement of the least right, wo tear 
down, by a progressive scries of conspiracies, 
one after another "of the great pillars in the 
temple of our own fiecdom. IJyour grossop- 
pressions at home, we bear false tcHtimony 
against Christianity abroad. The banner of 
our national religion is tht> banner of unmiti- 
gated despotism. What influence can such 
conduct exert upon the political regeneration 
of other nations f 

•» What," says another, can America daro 
to say to Italy, when the clank of the chain in 
the Italian dungeon is answered by the echoing 
shriek in the Southern slave plantation? What 
can America daro to'say to Poland or Hungary, 
when the knout sounds the key*note of bru- 
tality, and the slavtt-whip takes up the infer- 
nal theme, and draws blood from the Ameri- 
can-born lis fiercely and as fiend-like?" 

What rational people under a constitutional 
monarchy could desire a republic which en- 
slaved every seventh of its inhabitants, and 
that lived in a state of endless civil conflict? 
What system of decent heathenism or natural 
religion is not preferable to a slave-holding 
Christianity? 

You see that in attacking slavery first, we 
attack the nearest and greatest antagonist of 
the kingdom of God, and the greatest obstacle 
to the social improvement of our race. It is 
not merely, then, the ceaseless wail of four 
miliiond of our countrymen in chains that 
prompts to fidelity on this subject, but the 
bpiritual thraldom of a self-destroyed race. I 
am inipressej with the conviction that God 
haf. bestowed his last smile upon this country, 
until we let *he oppressed go free. On this 
point he will maintain an unceasing contro- 
versy. He will suffer your own backslidings 
to punish you. The little cloud which hangs 
so dark and heavy over our western horizon 
may be dissipated without a general catastro- 
phe — I doubt it. But if it is, the calm will be 
brief. Another cloud, with brighter flas^hes 
and heavier thunder, will soon appear. You 
will shortly recognise the Almighty riding 
upon the wings of the storm, and directing the 
chariots of his fierce wrath aci-oss your most 
cherished national interests. ■ Then you will 
learn that there is a God in Israel. Then will 
L^e terribly vindicate His violated supremacy 
over this nation. 

O! that this people would be wise' That 
they would hear God saying, your holiest re- 
ligions are an abomination unto me while ye 
refuse to let my people go. " When ye make 
many prayers 1 will not hear you," except ye 
break every yoke, for "your hands ar« fall of 
blood." 

*» Thus saith the Lord/execiite judgment in 
the MORNING, and deliver him that is spciled 
I out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury 
1 go out like fire, and burn that none can quench 
I it; because of the evil of your doings." 



